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From Biographies of Kansas~Pub,. sates Publishing Co, 1912 Page 1447 


Joseph W. Dennis - Born 4-9-1225, Came to Seneca in 1856. Born Henry Co. Ky. 
Son of Batson & Mary Ann Callender Dennis, the former born end reared to fam 
life in Henry Co. Ky., and the latter born near Richmond, Va. and shen a 
young woman came to Ky. where shh married Batson Dennis. ‘hen Joseph 7. _ ‘$2 
was five (5) his varents moved to Johnson Co. Indiana and resided theré 
about &§ years when they teok w their residence on a farm ten miles 
southeas$ of Bloomington, I'll. (McLean Co.). They remained there until 
1856,in which year they came to Kansas, lecating on a squatter's claim one 
mile south of Seneca, To Batson and Mary Ann Dennis were born the 
fellewing children: Sanmel who died near Senecas Sally who died in Ky.; 
Joseph YW. 3; Jehn H. who died on the old homestead near Seneca; Jesse, who 
was killed by desperadees in Nemeha Co, before the Civil War, his murderer 
having Been captured and hansed in Seneca, the first execution in that 

town, and Batson Jr., who died in Perry, Orlahoma, (01d house built in 1360 
close to cabin built in 1856- south of BEAPSRs where the family burial 
ground is 


Note: Alse born to Batson & Mary Ann Dennis, not mentioned in the article 
was Nancy Dennis, who married afXeenan, 
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John H, Dennis died 1898. 3 
Josena.W. Dennis died \j-i—'%! 
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Fron Courier-Demecrat 10-16-1913 
As early as 1855-56-57 there were the following settlers to Nem@gha Co.- 


! 
Joseph ¥. Dennis on the east side of Nempha River and his father Batson, Sr. 
on the west. Jesse Dennis on the west, 
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From ANDREAS Kansas Histery: /° 73 


Batson Dennis, deceased, was born in 1796, in Henry Co., Ky. Settled 34 
years after in McLean Co., I'11., and came from there to Nemeba Co., Kansas 
in 1856. With him were his wife and childred, Samuel, Joseph W., John H., 
Jesse $., and Batson Jr., alse Nancy, wife of Keenan (J.). 


Batson Dennis, Sr., pre-empted gov't, land south of Seneca, and lived thore 
wmmtil his death in 1877, his wife hav$ing died previously. Jesse S. Dennis 
was mardered in 1866, by one Bohn, who was hung two years later in Seneca, 
There are now only three representatives of this pieneer family left in 
Hemeha Co., Kansas. These are Joseph V%., Batson Jr., and John H., all 
substential fermers, 


Batson Dennis, Sr. met his death in consequence of injuries sustained while 
trying to mount a horse. 
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Josaph VV. Dennis, farmer, P.O. Seneca, is a son of Batson Dennis, Sr., and 
settled with his father and four brothers, in Nemgha Co., in June, 1856. 


He was born in 1825 in Henry Co. Ky., end married in 1847 in DeWitt Co. rt, ~ / 


Mery A. Youmgz. Mr. Dennis bought 160 acres of his present farm of Ym. Berry 
for $75.00 and has added 480 acres, owning 240 acres besides in Harrison 
Tormship. Mr. & Mrs. Dennis livéd four years in a log cabin seeing their 
fall shere of the shadows thet ever beset the vioneer's pathway. They are 
members of the Harmony Baptist Church, and heave four children living: 
Amanda, Campbell W., Ellen, and Jd. Phillip; having lest six children, 
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First term of District Court held in Nemgha Co. Nov. 11, 1861. On Grand 
Jury ~ Samuel Dennis, 
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Old Settler's Seciety formed court house, Seneca, Aug. LY, 1880. 127 
Qld Settlers present. John H. Dennis, Harrison representative Oct. 6, 1881 
at second meeting. Seventy five (75) present. 
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(|S BES ees wa SToamy ‘DAY — SALE ‘CALL EO CFF, Bl 
orc me RNS UE 2 UN NOTICE OF SALE. 
~ Commencing at one o’clock sharp on the 20th day of November, 1918, I will 


hagas 2 “4 offer for sale, and sel! to the highest bidder—after the sale of my other stock is 
i complete—the following strictly thoroughbred horses, viz: 


PE AONE NS Cee et a EE RT OT Key LADY EUNIJZE, black mare foaled in 1899, by IMP’ YORKSHIRE LAD, out of 
IMP’ PERFUME, both stake winners in England and America. 


— WILLIAM LESLIE, brown gelding, foaled in 1897, by Miller out of Trilby, both 
( sire and dam are stakewinners. 


! UNCONCERNED, brown gelding, foaled in 1910, by Ira K. out of Pearl Rose. 
oe SN Es -. ALSO A FULL SISTER, UNNAMED, foaled in 1911. 
“SANTA FE, chestnut gelding, foaled in 1911, by Ira K. out of Ollie Fay. : 
- BULL OF THE WOODS, chestnut gelding, fozled in 1910, weighs 1280 ibs. by 


; Balnciore! a stake winner, out of Pear) Rose.- 


I have concluded to quit the racing business fie the present and the above 
horses. wil) be sold without reserve. Full pedigrees furnished applicants, on ap- 
plication. A credit of eight months time will be given on these horses with ap- 
proved security and interest at eight per cent. 


#40 WIT.TIAM DENNIS. Seneca. Kansas. 
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CHOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENT 03, That the DENHIS. 

E<ETERY ASSOCIATION, a corporation duly orgenized under the 

laws of the State of Kansas, of the County of Hemeha and State of 
Kansas, for and in consideration of the sum of Three & No/100 
~- 25 - - = - = + - - - - DOLLARS, does SELL, COUVEY AID ALTEUATE 
to W..M. Dennis, and his heirs forever, the South Twenty (20) feet, 
of Lot number thirty-eight (38), (Size 10 x 20 feet) 

Algo, Lot number thirty-three (33), (size 11 x 28 feet) 

Also, a trget 11 x 12 feet adjoining Lot number 33 on the north, 
end described as’ follows: Beginning at the northeast corner 

of said Lot number 33; running thence north 12 feet: thence west 
11 feet; thence south 12 feet; thence east 11 feet to the place of 
beginning, in the Dennis Seneteey: situate in the County of Nemaha 
‘State of Kanses, in.«the SE 1/4 of Section 5, Tp. 12, Range 12, saee ae 
ing to the survey end plat of said Cenetery,, £ filed and recorded in 
the office af the Register of Deeds ot said. county on the 8th der. 


of July, 1906, subject to the rules end Pervine iene of said Cemetery, 
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; The two portraits: shows here have erat historical valtie: hey 
, dst of the ° pioneers who settled i in: Nemaha county. 
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The cornerstone -of ‘the: second 
church was laid: April $23;* 18862 
and formally dedicated’on Mav 22, } 
1887. = Rt.”:Rev. < Innocent “Wolf, |. 
D. D., Abbot of St. Benedict's Col! 
lege, ~ celebrated . Pontifical “Mass! it 
Rev. “Ju, Pichler: of- Hanover gavel, 
the sermon. A Bohemian ‘sermon I, 
was given in the afternoon by-!( 
Father Gaydedechek: io” Neely 

The church <'was: almo-t cope! { 
pletely destroyed.in the tornado of fig 


pete oe. 


oo 


Bt ee ne A am 


1896: The steeple and a number | 
of beautiful windows. Were -demoi- 

_ ished; a total loss. of.:$29,000. A 
School .building that: had. been |) 
started }was delayed-in building: (t.- 


Boniface, ;sto. rebuild ‘i:the <churct:-|: 


“ae = 
te. 


ing..the administration." of ’ Fathes | 


. Lawrence, : the": Parish “house .and|{' 
the parish: schooli’s 23-37 8129124] 
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_. 2 Pastors who.shave' servédvin’ ré- 
~~ -Centsyears -include- “Rey. Father 
: Lawrerice; Thomas,. Gabriel,. Cyzil; | 
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Joseph, Hilary; ‘6Edgar;;;Raymond 
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~The Seheca Free'Library. was or- 
- _ Sanizediin-May, 1917;”during the 

Ls administration of Mayor Wm. Den- 
“|. Bis. < Charles H. Herold ‘was’ the 
“jo, , Zirst™president.. Mrs..: E. -M. . Col- 


“Seneca F ree Library. 


tx: 


-| °  lins, the first secretary." =. 
- i, Ini 1928, ° Mrs.‘ Collins 're- 
signedand Mrs.: Walter Fuller: was 
elected: secretary: Mrs; E..M. Col- 
.. lins, gave volumes from her own li- 
‘|. brary as:the foundation. In 1923,| 
‘the Seneca Woman’s club,-assisted 
' by Mrs. Collins’ former primary po gu 
: pupils, ‘presented .a cash: memorial.’ e 
lz: The. -interest, then .amounting to 4 
512.00 :per: year, was :invested- in 
Nemaha Building & Loan eres 
| the income-to be used in purchas-. 
ing books‘of. Mrs.:Collins selection: 
‘| .-.Miss: Ruth: Collins was the first li- oy 
~ ,brarian..:*-She% -was- succeeded: by} Riec: 
"./Mrs, R, E.. Karnes and-the present} °“""- 
librarian, ‘Mrs.:Edwin Buehler. uate x 
‘| ...; The Old’ Stone Church-was pur- “ 
chased through"a ‘city“election inj 
_ April"of 1928 .at*the‘request of. B.| 
’ Ds McCliman;. Ira K? Wells~: arid | 
other“influential Universalists and ‘ 
-- the Seneca: Womens”: Club, «-* 3s": 
<The library was‘moved: from its |: 
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C. G. DENNIS 
LAWYER 
SUBLETTE, KANSAS 


. May 22n4,1953 


Mrs. Jose Smith, 


Route No. cae 


Silver Lake, Kansas 


Dear Mrs. Smith: 


Enelosed find Genealogical and Histpyical Sketch of the 


name and family of Dennis. 


my great grand father 
My records show that Bateon Dennis/was born July 11th,1796 


/ and that his father was also named Batson Dennis and he was 
born in Virginia in 1760 . I understand that the State of Kentucky 
was carved off of the State of Virginia. 


I might add that the elder Batson Demis who was born in 


1760 was a Surveyer. 


“ee This is all the information I have and I trust it may help 


ae you some, 


ra Yours very truly, 


ee 


Clarence G. Dennis Sore aan 
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age ic’ int:385 6<whenWill'-wasctwo years | 


=| | When‘ he. was‘ a: hoy.(~He attended’ 
| subscription © ‘schools ‘for ¢: out 


‘three! months - out. of: each any 
4} until he was 18. “.Then*he. began 
fil: to: ‘work gat?” by: the ‘month! For 
a: time. he. ‘was:employed: ona’ ‘farm: 
-by:.the late Judge: J oshua “Mitchell; 
then. ‘he started” in, “athe, ‘livestock 
‘business: -on his.; own’ “account. +He. 
; heontinued . buying: ‘and: “shipping | 
livestock” for: eight. years ‘and: then 
‘married * and began farming? on his. 
‘own’ account: * His. first cwife: “was 
‘Mary.’Ford,. daughter: of iN athan. 
‘Ford, an. early. day..settler. ati:Old 
|| Lincoln... She? passed. away,-about 
4 A835, “There: “were two: ‘daughters 
di| by. this ~ Mnarriage, Mrs.. ‘Weva+Clel-| 
land,.. who .- passed ' away, “ate ‘the 
ay ‘Dennis homes.i in-- Kelly’ in 1903, 
and: Mrs. Myrtle- Berridge’ ‘of Bern: ; 
When | Mrs. « Clelland died she: ‘left: 
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See “Yohn‘s “Dennis! improve a: hthemlon d Dennis” took ‘this. son,’ ‘Leslie into 


te ‘his own. home;: educated: him: and 
; frames: He: had: been: ‘a: native, of which he, bought: fromthe govern- lavished*a. father’s,own:” Affection 
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"The official career of Willian Dennis began in 1887, when he was elected 
trustee of Harrison tounship, and held the office for three years. Jn the 
fall of 1889, he was elected sheriff of Nemaha Gounty, and held the office 
for four years, from January 1, 1890, to January 7, 1894. He han fanned 
for a time and was appointed postmaster at Goff, Kansas, and held this office 
for three years, He was again elected sheriff of the county in 1904, cand 
held the office fis the following foun years. He was faithful in . the 
dischange of his duties and nendened conscientious and devoted senvice to 
the people of He county in every public poaition which he held. Mila, Nee 
was elected Mayon of Seneca in 1974, and is giving the city an excellent 
adninistnation. | KAR KEINE 


Fist wife of Williom Dennis: Mary (Molly) L. Ford 
Born. October, 1856 Died Feb. :14, 1885 
Married Aug. 20, 1875 
Panents: Nathan & (anrie (Lawnence) Fond. | 
(hildren oe WeLLion & Mary (Fond) Dennis: 
Myatle Ellen Dennis 
Bonn: Nov. 29, 1878 
Died: June 19, 7959 
Geneva Alveta UVennis 
Bonn: April 26, 1881 
Died: Dec. 28, 71903 
Mynon €. Dennis 
Bonn: Aug. 25, 1882 
Died: April 22, 1883 
William Dennis was married in Febauany, 1889, 40 Miss Olive Douney. She 
was born February 74, 1569, in Platte (ounty, Missouri and died May 25, 1955. 
William Dennia:. Boan June 9, 1854, in Crawford. (eunty, Illinois. (ame zo 
Kansas in 1856. (Seneca was staked out in 1857.) Batson Dennis homesteaded 


Land adjoining Sepees on the South. John Dennis (idill's father} took up a 
homestead one mile £outh of Kelly. William died in 7937. | 
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Hopkins - Mother & father of Mas. Henry (Anna) Berridge of Goff, Kansas 
Early settlers 


Goff, Kansas 


Ma & Mas, Henny Bennidge (Anne Hopkins) and thein six children; 
Jetnnie 
Sanah 
Samuel 
G ncGrace 
Manganez 
&dna 


Samuel Berridge & wife ( Myrtle Ellen Dennis and thein two oddest 
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Willian's Haughters: 


Myrtle Ellen & Geneva 
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lim. Dennis - wife [lars 


& daughter Myatle 
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THE WANE AND FAMIUTY OF DENNIS 


The nene of DENNIS is thought to have been derived from the French 
baotismal name of Denis or Dionise. I is found in ancient En-lish 
recorés in the verious spellings of Dionise, Dionis, Dionys, Denyse, 
Denyss, Denys, Denneyse, Demnys, Denmnise, Denneys, Denise, Deniss, 
Denis, and Dennis, of which the last is the form most generally 
accepted in America today, althouzh the next to the lest form is also 


frequently used. 


Anong the earliest records of the name in England are those of Richard 
filius Dionise of County Norfoke in 1273, Richard Dionys of Yorkshire 


about 1307, end Simon Denyse of Norwich at a slightly later date. 


In the latter part of the fourteenth century one Walter Dennys resided 
in Devenshire. He was the father of Sir John, who married Joane Dabernon 
and had issue by her of Valter, who married Meude Bockerell. and was the 
father of Joh, who had issue by his wife Alice Christentow of Welter, 
who married Isodd Durneford and had a son named Thomas. ‘his Thomas had 
issue by his first wife Elizabeth Hatche of Thomas, Phillip, Micheel, 
Richard (father of a son named Gilbert), and several daughters. By his 
second wife Alice Bemféilde he had further issue of a son named Gilbert, 


who left only female igsne. 


Thomas Dennis, eldest son of Thomas and Elizebeth, married Jennor Lovdey 


and had issue by her of Sir Thomes end Henry, of whom the first had issus 


—l= 


Henry, secon® son of Thomas and Jennos,“Harried Alice Speeke and became 
the father by her of Henry, Phillip, and Thomes Dennis, of whom the lest 
resided in County Cornvall and married Margaret Tremayne, by rhom he vas 
the father ef Henry, Edmond, Thomas, Philliv, Richard, Oliver, and two 
daughters, Of these the third son, Thomas, was the father in the early 
seventeenth century by his first wife, Grace Polwheele, of Thomas, Grace, 
end Derithie, and by his second wife, Grace Leigh, of Mary, Blizebeth, 
and Edmond. 


Another early branch of the Dennis family descended from one Willian 
Dennis, who was living in Gloucestershire in the early fifteenth century. 
He married Margaret Corbett and hed issue by her of Sir Gilbert, who ras 
m the father by his wife Margaret Russell of, among others, @ son named 
‘Morrys. The letter had issue by his first wife Katherine Stradling of 
Sir Walter and John, of whom the first was the father by his wife Ages 
Davers of Sir a Richard, J ohn, and several daughters. Of these the 
son Sir William was the father by his wife Lady Anne Berkeley of, among 
others, Sir Welter, who married Morgeret Yeston end was the father of, 
emong others, Thomas (father of Thomas, father in the early Seyonteontn 
centary of William, Welter, Thomas, Morris, and four daughters) and 


Richerd (father of, among others, Walter, Morris, William, and Gilber§).. 


John, youngest son of Sir Walter and his wife Agnes Davers, married the 


Widnw Wartime (nea Narton) Kemvah and became the father of Huech. father of 
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While it is not definitely kmown from which of the several lines of the 


family in England the first emigrants of the name to America were descended, 


pote 


% is generally believed that most, if not all, of the Dennises were of 


common ancestry at a remote period. 


Probebly the first bearer of the neme in America was Thomas Dennis of 
Boston, Hass., in 1630. Thomas later removed to Woodbridge, M.J., end 


$5 is believed to have been the father of Samuel of New Jersey and Thomas 


of Boston. 


One Robert Dennis enigrated from London, England, to Yarmouth, whence he 
soon removed to Portsmouth, R.I.; He ig believed by some family historians 


to have been the father of a son named Robert, who made his home at Ports- 


mouth and Newort, RI., before 1656; but others hold that this second 


“Robert wes himself en original emigrant. In any case, he was the father by 


his wife Sarah Howland, whom he married in 1672, of Mary, Robert, Sarah, 


- 
so” 


Jonn, and Joseph. 


In 1636 Edward Dennis made his home ef Boston, Hess. By his vife Sarah he 


became the father of Sarah, Hery, Mertha, John, end Josevh. 


Jamed Dennis, rho was living in Boston, Mess., prior to the year 1653, was 
the father by his wife Mary of John (died in infeney), another John, and 


possibly of several other children. 


fern PMaaman Tlhwnsian anttt adr atk Trnaret ah Bla cr hofnra 152 in amacoh svraam ho 


The brothers Robert, John, end Samuel Dennis, who were living at Yoodbridge, 
N.J., before 1674, were possibly descended from the before-mentioned Thomas 
of that place, but this is not certain. Of these, Robert wes the father of 


Jonathan, Joseph, and Hlizabeth. 


About 152) George Dennis removed from Long Islend, N.Y., to New London, Conn, 
In the following year he married the Tidow Elizabeth Raymond, by whom he had 


an only son named Ebenezer. 


Others of the name who emigrated to America at early dates but left tew 
records of themselves and their families were Humphrey of Charles River 
Gounty, Yas, in 1639; William of Scituate, Mass., in 1650; Christopher of 
Virginia, In 1651; Lewrence of Meine, in 1665; and Thomas of Rowley, Kass, 


about 1691. 


‘The descendents of these and of later branches of the fomily in America 

have scattered to every section of the United States end have contributed as 
mach to the rise and expansion of the country as their ancestors did to its. 
founding on this continent..The record of the family in America is that of a 
conservative, industrious race, of high integrity and of intellectual ability 


which hes been demonstrated particularly in the fields of science and lav. 


Among those of the name who gZought as officers in the War of the Revolution 
were Ensign Ezekiel Dennis, of New Jersey; Lieutenaht Daniel Dennis, of 


Pennsylvania; and Ceptein J ohn Dennis, of New J ersey. 


AN 


A few of the many members of the femily who have distinguished themselves in 


America in more recent times are the follovings 


Charles Henry Dennis (b. 1860), of Illinois, editor, 

John Benjamin Dennis (b. 187), of Maryland, ‘ual officer, 
Joseph Charles Dennis (b. 1877), of Massachusetts, lawyer. — 
Louis Mumroe Dennis (b. 1863), of Illinois, chemist. 

Samuel K. Dennis (b. 1874), of Marylend, judge. 

William B. Dennis (b. 1965), of Ohio, mining engineer, 
Williem Cullen Dennis (b. 1878), of Indiana, lawyer and colleze 


president. 


One of the most encient and most frequently used of the coats of arma Sf the 
= ancient English family of Dennis is that described as follows (Burke, General 
homory, 188): 

Arms. -- "EZrnines, three bills or Denish battle-axes gules." 


Crest.—— "A tiger's head (sometimes, 2 griffin's head) erased 


ermines, " 
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